
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor’s page: "Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for justice." (Matthew 5) 
 
      "When I was hungry you gave me food. When I was thirsty you gave me drink. 
When I was naked you clothed me… in prison and you visited me… sick and you cared 
for me." (Matthew 25 - The Last Judgment) 
      “The precept of detachment from material things is obligatory for entrance into 
the kingdom of heaven.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church) 
      The corporal works of mercy given to us by Christ in the Parable of the Last 
Judgment evidence works of charity. They are direct assistance to the poor. They 
are the work of justice. We will be judged on the last day by our generosity and 
outreach to Christ, present in our poor neighbor. 
      The Campaign for Human Development, our US Catholic response to the needy, 
seeks to uncover the root causes of poverty. Rather than handing a hungry man a 
fish, the Campaign focuses on learning skills that will provide nourishment for a 
lifetime. Teaching a man to fish gets at the underlying problem. The poor often lack 
fundamental knowledge on budgeting, nutrition, and smart shopping.  
      Food stamps and unemployment insurance offer government-provided safety 
nets for the poor. But these government supports need to be accompanied by 
guidance in budgeting and money management, especially since the poor are 
severely challenged in supporting and raising a family of four on less than $22,000 
per year; the current standard for poverty in the United States.  
      Without the assistance of a trained Social Worker and other skilled volunteers, 
the poor will never emerge from their place of deprivation. They will return again 
and again looking for "a fish". St. Kilian Outreach, supported by your offertory 
giving and food donations, counsels and teaches clients how to budget, shop wisely, 
and deal with our social services and immigration systems. Parish ministry 
volunteers are trained and supervised by our Outreach Coordinator, Nina Peterson. 
      Poverty is not a blessing, but something to be overcome. The Catholic Church in 
our diocese and throughout the country, supports a vast array of social services 
including US Catholic Charities, the St. Vincent De Paul Society, Catholic Relief 
Services, hospitals, orphanages, substance abuse rehab centers, and much more. 
(Have you been making a generous donation in our second collections for the 
campaign for human development and Catholic relief services? Have you been 
contributing a generous pledge each year to our Catholic Ministries Appeal – 
Catholic Charities Long Island 
     The Gospel demands that we find Christ in the poor – the most vulnerable 
members of our society; and that we respond with food, clothing and shelter. But 
that’s not enough. In addition, the work of justice challenges us to find out why 
people are poor. 



     The virtue of justice attacks the root causes of poverty. The work of justice 
brings more criticism than simply meeting needs. Arguments can ensue about why 
people are poor, and the best way to remedy their situations. These debates are 
healthy and can lead to insights that can create strategies to alleviate poverty. 
        
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and 
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21) 
 
Peace, Father Bruce 


